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1. Stewardship: We have Responsibilities for Creation
: ִ֖קים ֶאת־ָֽהָאָ֑דם ַוַיִּנֵּ֣חהוּ ְבַגן־ֵ֔עֶדן ְלָעְבָ֖דהּ וְּלָשְׁמָֽרה-ַוִיּ ַ֛קּח ה' ֱא
The Lord G-d took the human and placed him in the garden of Eden, to
work it and protect it.

2. Sabbatical & Jubilee (Shmita & Yovel): We Do Not Own the
Earth
א מ ר ה ק ב " ה ל יש ר א ל ז ר ע ו ש ש ו ה ש מ י ט ו ש ב ע כ ד י ש ת ד ע ו ש ה א ר ץ ש ל י ה יא
“The Holy Blessed One said to Israel: Sow for six years, and withhold sowing during the
seventh year, so that that you will know that the land is Mine…” [cf. “The land must not
be sold beyond reclaim, for the land is Mine; you are strangers and foreigners with me.
(Lev. 25:23)]
(Sanhedrin 39a)

3. Shabbat: Restraint Must Be Woven into Our Weekly Lives
 ֣ל ֹא ַתֲעֶ֣שׂה ָכל־ְמָלאָ֡כהX ֶ֑֗קי-ם ַהְשִּׁבי ֜ ִ ֔עי ַשׁ ָ֖בּ֣ ת ׀ ַלה' ֱא
֙ ׃ ְו֙יוֹX֒שׂ יָת ָֿכּל־ְמַלאְכֶֽתּ
֣ ִ֖ ם ַֽתֲּעֹ֔ב֮ד ְוָע
֙ ֵ֤שֶׁשׁת ָיִ֣מי
X֥ ְלַ֗מַען ָי ֛נוַּח ַעְבְדּX ֲאֶ֣שׁר ִבְּשָׁע ֶ ֔ריX֙ ְו ֵֽג ְרX ְוָכל־ְבֶּהְמֶ֗תּX֜מ ְר
ֹ ֽ  ַוֲחX֨ ְושׁוֹ ְרX־ַ֠וֲאָמֶתXֽ ְוַעְבְדּX־וִּבֶ֣תּXַֽאָ֣תּה וִּבְנ
׃Xמ וֹ
ֽ ֑  ָכּXַ֖וֲאָמְת
“Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh shall be a Sabbath to your God – you
shall do no work, you, your son or daughter, your male or female slave, your ox or your donkey, or
any of your cattle, or the stranger in your settlements – so that your male and female slave may rest
as you do.

Nitric Oxide Emissions, Tel Aviv
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This 2013 study shows daily pollution levels of nitric oxide (NO) in Tel Aviv during the week of Yom Kippur.
(Nitric oxide, emitted by cars and industry, harms human health.) On Yom Kippur itself, “the Sabbath of
Sabbaths,” many Israelis refrain from driving, and emissions plummet. Perhaps the profound, utopian vision of
Shabbat and Yom Tov restraint can help repair our atmosphere.
(see Ilan Levy, “A national day with near zero emissions,” Atmospheric Environment, Vol. 77, 2013)

4. Bal Tashchit: We Cannot Be Reckless, Wasteful Consumers
ָ ֗ ִכּֽי־ָת֣צוּר ֶאל־ִעי֩ר י ִָ֨מים ַרִ֜בּים ְֽלִהָלּ ֵ ֧חם ָע ֶ֣ליָה ְלָתְפ
שׁ ִ ֤חית ֶאת־ֵעָצ֙הּ ִלנְ ֤דּ ַֹח ָעָלי֙ו ַגְּרֶ֔זן ִ֚כּי ִמ ֶ ֣מּנּוּ ת ֹאֵ֔כל
ְ א־ַתBֽ שׂהּ
ָ ם ֵ ֣עץ ַה
שֶּׂ֔דה ָל ֥ב ֹא ִמָפּ ֶ ֖ני\ ַבָּמּֽצוֹר׃
֙ א ִתְכ ֑ר ֹת ִ ֤כּי ֽה ָאָָדB֣ ו ְא ֹ֖תוֹ

When in your war against a city you have to besiege it a long time in order to capture it,
you must not destroy its trees, wielding the ax against them. You may eat of them, but
you must not cut them down. Are trees of the field human to withdraw before you into
the besieged city? (Deuteronomy 20:19)
The United States wastes as much as 40% of its food each year, according to the NRDC. The U.N.
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates that global food waste releases about 4.4 gigatons
of carbon dioxide per year, nearly as much automobile emissions.

5. Immorality & Planetary Disaster are Intertwined
: ִ֣קים ֲאֵח ִ֔רים ְוִהְשַׁתֲּח ִויֶ֖תם ָלֶֽהם-ם ֱא
֙ ִהָֽשְּׁמ ֣רוּ ָלֶ֔כם ֶ֥פּן ִיְפֶ֖תּה ְלַבְבֶ֑כם ְוַס ְרֶ֗תּם ַוֲעַבְדֶתּ
ם ְו ֽל ֹא־ִיְה ֶ֣יה ָמָ֔טר ְוָ֣הֲאָדָ֔מה ֥ל ֹא ִתֵ֖תּן ֶאת־ְיבוָּ֑להּ
֙ ְוָח ָ ֨רה ַאף־ה' ָבֶּ֗כם ְוָעַ֤צר ֶאת־ַהָשּׁ ַ ֙מִי
טָּ֔בה ֲאֶ֥שׁר ה' ֹנֵ֥תן ָלֶֽכם׃
ֹ ַוֲאַבְדֶ֣תּם ְמֵה ָ ֗רה ֵמַעל֙ ָהָ֣אֶרץ ַה
“Take care not to be lured away to serve other gods and prostrate to them. For God’s
anger will flare up and He will stop up the heavens: there won’t be rain, the earth will
not give forth its crops, and you will quickly perish from the good land that God
gives you” (Deuteronomy 11:16-17)

6. The Supreme Value of Human Life
אָ֛תם ָהָאָ֖דם ָוַ֣חי ָבֶּ֑הם
ֹ קַּת֙י ְוֶאת־ִמְשָׁפַּ֔טי ֲאֶ֨שׁר ַיֲעֶ֥שׂה
ֹ וְּשַׁמ ְרֶ֤תּם ֶאת־ֻח
You shall keep My laws and My rules, by the pursuit of which a person shall live.
(Leviticus 18:5; cf. Genesis 9:6, Sanhedrin 4:5)

Climate change is already killing. But the WHO estimates climate change-related deaths will
reach 250,000 per year between 2030 and 2050, which some researchers have called a
“conservative estimate.” Today, fossil fuel air pollution already causes as many as 3.6 million
deaths per year worldwide, due to heart disease, asthma, cancer, etc. (Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, Feb. 2019).
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